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Lffat’s New Roses

It might have been
any evening on a city
college campus.

The buildings glowed pink in the sun-
set, sparrows twittered in the trees, and
evening traffic echoed in the distance.
Normally, at that hour, few students or
faculty might pass by, yet that night, as
the time of the evening call to prayer
drew near, there were more voices than
usual, punctuated by the clicking of
many high-heeled shoes. It was grad-
uation night at Effat College, Saudi
Arabia’s first private college for women.

Fifty-three young women gathered,
greeting friends in the traditional way
of the Hijaz, western Saudi Arabia:
one kiss on the right cheek, three on
the left. They walked in groups along
the shaded portico, past the swimming
pool, to the air-conditioned basketball
court. There, they put on silk baccalau-
reate gowns of turquoise and blue. A
few had small children in tow. In the
auditorium, mothers, sisters, aunts and
cousins waited expectantly.

It was a moment that fulfilled a
dream of the college’s founder, HH
Princess Effat al-Thunayyan, whose
husband, the late King Faisal ibn ‘Abd
al-‘Aziz, ruled the country from 1964

until 1975. With the support of her
children and a team of Saudi and
international experts, she opened the
college for women in August of 1999,
just months before she died, capping
a lifetime of advocacy for women’s
and girls’ education.

From that beginning with 30 stu-
dents, Effat College grew rapidly, set-
ting as its goal the preparation of Saudi
women to take up leadership roles in
the new century, from the academy and
the business world to the home and
society at large. Taught by faculty from
Saudi Arabia and more than a dozen
countries, the college’s curriculum has
grown in partnership with leading
Us institutions, including Duke and
Georgetown universities and Mount
Holyoke and Wilson colleges. By 2006,
Effat College’s 250 students were choos-
ing among nine majors, including busi-
ness administration, psychology, archi-
tecture and engineering. All classes are
taught in English, and the curriculum is
designed around Us liberal-arts models.

Effat College’s campus stands on
Jiddah’s south side, near a water tower
and the grounds of the old Khuzam
Palace. The campus occupies part of
the former grounds of Dar al-Hanan,
the first private school for girls in
Saudi Arabia, also founded by Princess
Effat—often known affectionately as

Above: This year, 53 graduates of Effat College donned caps and gowns before receiving their
diplomas. Each graduate also received a red rose—a reminder, perhaps, that Princess Effat Al-
Thunayyan was an avid rose gardener in her lifetime. Opposite, top left: Kerry Laufer, a Swarthmore
graduate and now vice dean for institutional development and quality control, is one of the
many Americans who have helped the college’s development. Top right: Zakia Bahejri graduated
this year with a major in information systems, as did Nojoud al-Sihli (bottom left), who also served
as president of the Marketing Club. Bottom right: Dima Ikhwan is studying engineering.



















